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In search of entrepreneurs and startups that complement and improve Telefénica Foundation and
“la Caixa” Foundation’s digital education programme

ProFuturo and Wayra call for innovative projects
targeting technological and educational challenges
In vulnerable environments

e Projects must provide solutions to challenges related to energy access and connectivity
problems, lack of resources in schools and teacher training.

e Candidates can submit their projects through September 30th. Aspects such as the
social and educational impact of the project, its level of innovation, and its scalability
and self-sustainability capacity will be assessed.

e The winning projects will receive speed-up and mentoring support for six months.

Madrid, July 2. ProFuturo, the digital education programme created by Telefénica Foundation and
“la Caixa" Foundation, and Wayra, the Telefénica Open Innovation Hub, have put out today a
worldwide call in search of innovative projects to contribute to tackling the technological and
educational challenges that ProFuturo faces in the vulnerable environments where it operates.

ProFuturo, that seeks to narrow the education gap in the world by improving the quality of education
of boys and girls throughout 38 countries of Latin America, the Caribbean, Africa and Asia,
implements its programme in vulnerable environments where schools often have no energy or
internet connectivity. On top of these infrastructural constraints, other challenges include the lack of
technological resources (routers, computers, tablets) and quality educational content, as well as the
difficulty to find teachers with the digital skills required to introduce technology in the classroom.

Entrepreneurs and startups presenting projects must meet these and other challenges. Specifically,
the call looks for projects that offer energy access and connectivity solutions to equip the schools
with quality educational and digital resources; or projects that apply Artificial Intelligence to education
to personalise teaching and improve learning results using learning analytics tools.

Candidates can submit their projects until September 30th. An assessment process will select ten
projects, which will be presented in person before a selection committee. Aspects such as the social
and educational impact of the project, its level of innovation, how scalable and self-sustainable it is,
the experience and skills of the team and the potential the project has to improve ProFuturo’s
education proposal, will be assessed.

Up to three startups will be selected and offered a workspace in one of Wayra's Innovation Hubs,
where they will receive speed-up and mentoring support for six months from ProFuturo so they can
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further develop their project. Subsequently, a future collaboration plan will
be studied and the possibility of conducting a pilot test in one of the schools where ProFuturo
operates will be assessed.

Trial runs in Mexico, Kenya and Brazil

This is the second time ProFuturo and Wayra have put out a call for projects. Sixty-five project
proposals from 13 countries were received last year. Of the three winning startups, two have piloted
their projects in schools where the Telefénica Foundation and “la Caixa” Foundation programme is
being implemented.

Cerebriti, the Spanish startup that introduces gamification into the classroom to enable teachers and
students to create and share their own games, thereby boosting creativity and fostering teamwork,
have tried out their project in five schools in Mexico with primary-school students from grades 4 to
6. Meanwhile, the British firm Eedi has piloted its assessment solution in five schools in Kenya.
Through digital questionnaires, this project allows measuring student knowledge levels and detecting
learning weaknesses, as well as concepts that can be confusing.

The Portuguese startup Ubbu has created a platform that enables teachers and students alike to
take the first steps in computational thinking and digital literacy and programming. This platform is
to be piloted in Manaus (Brazil) in 14 primary schools with students from grades 1 to 6.

Access the call here

About ProFuturo

ProFuturo is a digital education programme created by Telefonica Foundation and “la Caixa™ Foundation to
narrow the education gap in the world by improving the quality of education of boys and girls living in vulnerable
environments throughout Latin America, the Caribbean, Africa and Asia. Its goal is to deliver the best education
to 25 million children in vulnerable environments by 2030.

ProFuturo’s educational proposal addresses teacher’s professional development through training, digital
resources, and new teaching-learning methodologies. In addition, the programme works with other institutions
and companies to create a big international network of teachers that share knowledge and best practices to
achieve, together, a better education around the world.

Since ProFuturo was created in 2016, it has been implemented in 38 countries, benefiting 11,5 million children
and more than 450.000 teachers.

More information about ProFuturo available here: https://profuturo.education/en/

About Wayra

Wayra is Telefénica’s most global, technological and connected open innovation hub in the world. It operates
through 7 hubs present in Latin America and Europe. Currently, more than 500 startups are part of its Open
Innovation portfolio and more than 130 are doing business with the company.

More information about Wayra available here: www.wayra.com

Press contact:
Clara Gonzélez | cqonzalez@Illorenteycuenca.com | 669 32 6271
Rafael Cobo | rafael.cobocobo@telefonica.com | 647 66 5488
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